For immediate release

ALASKA COMMERCIAL COMPANY DELIVERS
3.3 MILLION POUNDS OF FRESH FOOD TO 115 COMMUNITIES
ANCHORAGE, April 26, 2021 — As part of its continuing effort to help Alaskans live better, Alaska
Commercial Company (AC) is sourcing and delivering 3.3 million pounds of fresh, nutritious food to 115
communities throughout Alaska. This food distribution is part of the USDA’s Farmers to Families Food
Box program and includes over 100,000 boxes of produce, dairy, and meat distributed between February
and May 2021. The food boxes are evenly allocated between rural villages and urban centers across
Alaska. The food is delivered free of charge to local non-profits who manage the distribution to families.
“We are proud to partner with tribal governments, food banks, churches, and other non-profits throughout
the state to implement this food distribution program. AC’s employees have shown up and worked harder
than ever to ensure that rural Alaskans have access to fresh and healthy food,” said Kyle Hill, Vice
President of Procurement and Marketing at Alaska Commercial Company.
This food distribution runs from February 1, 2021 to May 31, 2021. Over 80,000 food boxes have been
distributed this year with a remaining 26,000 boxes to be distributed in May. The boxes have 32 lbs of
food and contain four produce items (potatoes, carrots, onions, apples), three dairy items (milk, cheese,
yogurt), and two meat items (pre-cooked chicken, canned Alaskan salmon). Alaska Commercial
Company is working with 10 different airlines to ship the boxes to rural Alaska.
Feedback throughout the state has been overwhelmingly positive. “The Utqiagvik Presbyterian Church is
proud to partner with Alaska Commercial Company on this food box program. We have distributed almost
100,000 lbs of fresh food to the community of Utqiagvik, and this program has been a great complement
to our church’s existing food programs,” said Joseph Reid, Pastor of the Utqiagvik Presbyterian Church.
“This food distribution is one of several initiatives AC is undertaking to increase access to healthy food in
Alaska,” noted Kyle Hill. “We are delighted to work with the USDA on this important initiative, and we
hope the USDA continues supporting communities in rural Alaska through similar programs in the future.”
About Alaska Commercial Company: Alaska Commercial Company (AC) is a 150 year-old retailer that
provides groceries and general merchandise to 30 stores in rural Alaska. AC has a compelling history as
the community store of rural Alaska and has over 700 employees throughout the state.
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PHOTOS
A collection of photos are attached to this press release. Brief photo descriptions are given below. Higher
resolution photos and media release forms are available upon request.
•

“Bethel”: Photo of a Friday afternoon food box distribution from the back of a pickup truck.

•

“Chuathbaluk”: Photo of a community member who has picked up a food box via ATV.

•

”Hoonah”: Photo of Alaska Seaplanes aircraft in Hoonah with a full load of food boxes.

•

“Kotzebue”: Photo of (an unidentifiable) child exploring the contents of her family’s food box.

•

“Kwigillingok”: Photo of a community member who has just picked up a food box for her family.

•

“Sitka”: Phot of employees from Sitka Tours loading food boxes into a bus for home deliveries.

•

“St. Michael”: Due to a road closure, employees from the AC store transported 50 food boxes to
Stebbins via snow machine. In this photo, they are making a brief stop to adjust the boxes.

•

Utqiagvik 1: Photo of Northern Air Cargo ground crew unloading 300 food boxes in Utqiagvik.

•

Utqiagvik 2: Photo of the middle school basketball team loading food boxes into vehicles.

•

Utqiagvik 3: Photo of vehicles lined up around the corner to pick up food boxes.

•

Utqiagvik 4: Photo of community member who has picked up a food box with a small sled.

VIDEOS
B roll related to the AC/USDA food box program can be found here: https://f.io/5K09UQ2q.
The videos include footage of the AC/USDA food box program in Utqiagvik, Sitka, and Pelican, along with
interviews with non-profit leaders leaders in Utqiagbik and Sitka and the AC Store Manager in Sitka.
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